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Coming back to the beginning
Taylor selects alumnus as
dean of Humanities, Arts
and Biblical Studies
Ally Horine
News Co-Editor

Sand, cement, wood and steel are
China’s latest weapons of choice as the
country literally transforms islands
in the South China Sea. Page 3

You’re not going
to Florida?

Believe it or not, some people aren’t
going to Florida for spring break. Here
are some unique places Taylor students
are going for break. Page 4

Human experience
on the stage
Student-directed plays deal with tough
issues and deep emotions. Page 6

Education vacation

Spring breakers don’t want homework
to homewreck vacation. Page 7

Homers at home

Robbins and Ehle lead Trojans
past rival Grace. Page 8

Photograph provided by Michael Hammond

Michael Hammond and his family pose outside of restaurant during family vacation.

Twenty-three years after graduating
Taylor as a student, Michael Hammond has returned home. But this
time, his role looks a little different.
In spring 2014, Taylor began
the search for a new dean for the
School of Humanities, Arts and
Biblical Studies (HABS).
“We talked to different leaders
and chairs of the departments,
evaluating the type of person we
would want to hire,” Provost Jeffrey Moshier said. “I wanted to
bring in someone who we greatly
respected, and I felt I could rely on
as a part of my team.”
After months of interviewing
and deliberating, the search committee, comprised of HABS department chairs, selected Hammond for
the position. Responsibilities for
this role include establishing a vision for the School of HABS, faculty
development, oversight of curricular proposals and teaching a class
each year.
After graduating from Taylor
with a B.A. in Christian education, Hammond went on to earn
an M.A. in biblical and theological studies from Wheaton and a

Ph.D. in history from the University of Arkansas.
Though he returns to Taylor
in this new position, it is not his
first time serving as a Taylor employee. For a brief time he served
as the associate director for Admissions for the Taylor Ft. Wayne
campus and later the director of
leadership development at the
Upland campus.
“Taylor is a really special place
for my family and me,” Hammond
said. “I am so excited to be coming
back and to have the opportunity to
serve the faculty as they serve the
students.”
Currently Hammond serves at
Southeastern University as the
chair of the Department of Historical, Legal and Leaderships
Studies, chair of the General Education Committee and chair and
coordinator for their Best Ideas
Program. He also recently served
on three Presidential task forces
on university governance, strategic planning and faculty rank, salary and promotion.
“We were very impressed by Dr.
Hammond’s breadth of experiences,” Moshier said. “His extensive
leadership experience, passion for
liberal arts and his exemplary Christian walk evidenced by his life made
him a great candidate for this
position. It also is great that he
knows what makes Taylor, Taylor.
The beginning continues on page 2
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Ready! Set! Solve!
Taylor’s math team takes
first place at competition
Lexie V. Owen
Staff Writer

For the second time in three weeks, a
Taylor team has emerged victorious
in an academic arena. Taylor’s math
competition team took first place at
the 50th annual Indiana Collegiate
Mathematics Competition (ICMC) following the Ethics Bowl team’s national championship win on February 22.
This competition is part of the Indiana section of the Mathematical
Association of America Conference,
which Taylor hosted this year. Thirty-three teams represented colleges
from all over Indiana including Wabash, Purdue and Indiana University.
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Daniel Crane, Josh Kiers and Claire
Spychalla, won first place with 57
out of 80 points. This placed them
ahead of the second place team from

Rose-Hulman by a full 10 points.
“Of the eight problems, we figured out six of them,” said Crane, an

“Plucking strings or hitting drums
is easier than having a piece of metal on your mouth,” he said. “It’s kind
of like sports—it’s just endurance
and muscle.”
The dance begins at 8 p.m. in the
Alspaugh and Isely rooms of the DC.
Swing dancing instructors will be on
hand until 8:30 p.m., and the event
wraps up at 10:30 p.m.
Due to capacity limits, ticket sales are limited to around 300,
but Dance and Special Events Committee (DSEC) member and junior
Maggie Williamson said the small
number will create a more interactive atmosphere.
“We wanted to create a more

intimate setting this time,” she
said. “Not intimate in a romantic
way, but just small enough that you
can really get to know the people
around you.”
Hiring Big Al and the Jungle
Cats as the entertainment was
part of the plan to create a sockhop vibe. The group has played
at multiple Taylor events in the
past, including last year’s masquerade ball, but this is the first
dance in which all eyes will be
on them, which is fine by bassist
and senior Jeff Janiszewski.
“That’s the way we like it,” he said.
Janiszewski said that every
song choice the band makes is a

purposeful attempt to play to the
mood of the room. While performances are up to interpretation,
dances create more of a relationship
between the audience and the band.
If the energy rises, they might play a
snappy samba. If it falls, it’s time to
slow the swing.
“Rather than just being a part of
it and going with the flow, we’re the
ones trying to create the flow,” Janiszewski said.
This is first-year band member
and junior Chris Shelor’s first time
to play an event where Big Al and
the Jungle Cats is the center of attention, but he’s not letting the

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

The math competition team celebrates their victory in the ICMC.

Competition continues on page 2

Swinging into spring break
Big Al and the Jungle Cats
to provide music for first
dance of the semester
Julia Oller

News Co-Editor

TheEchoNews.com

Each team, composed of three students, is given eight ten-point math
problems and two hours to complete
as many as possible. First place goes
to the highest-scoring team.
Though knowledge gained from upper-level math courses may increase
the chances of finishing more problems, most questions are designed to
challenge a student’s logic skills and
creativity in problem solving.
“It’s not a typical test like you take
in a class,” mathematics professor
Matt DeLong said. “Usually if the test
is written well, the questions don’t require a lot of sophisticated content
knowledge. It’s not like testing who
has had the most classes, but rather
who is the cleverest and who can see
the clearest.”
Taylor’s team, made up of seniors

When the music slows during the
1950s Spring Swing dance on Saturday, it’s not to create a romantic mood straight out of “West
Side Story.”
It’s to give senior Joel Helms a
chance to rest his lips.
Helms, the trombonist playing in
Big Al and the Jungle Cats tomorrow
night, said that the dancers won’t be
the only ones getting a workout.
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RENTALS
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“We have a tremendous bunch of (students) who
have been a real gift to our department. It’s fun to
see them recognized like that.”
Ready! Set! Solve!

March 20, 2015

TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Pregnant woman attacked after
being lured by a Craigslist ad
reuters.com

The beginning continued from page 1

His familiarity with the culture is
a great advantage.”
While moving to Upland from
Florida may not be the most exciting change of scenery, Hammond is excited to be back on
campus.
“I can’t wait to be back at Taylor. It’s funny, we live about 45
minutes from Disney World, but
every summer we vacation to see
our family and we always stop at
Taylor to meet with old professors,” Hammond said. “Our joke
is that we live in Disney, but vacation in Upland.”
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FRIDAY

UVA student vows to fight
charges against him
abcnews.go.com

Obama calls Netanyahu after election
victory
cnn.com

ISIS apparently claims responsibility
for Tunisia museum attack
cnn.com

Starbucks wants baristas to talk
about race with customers
foxnews.com

What Hammond looks forward
to about this job is building the
Taylor Community. His fondest
memories at Taylor include building relationships through latenight conversations in his room
on Bergwall, and attending Taylor basketball games.
“While my position does not directly communicate with students,
I am excited to serve the faculty
as they serve students,” Hammond
said. “I want to make their teaching experience as rich as it can be
and to make Taylor a place where
people communicate well and
serve the students well.”
Part of his responsibility as the

dean involves teaching one class
a year. Due to his background

result, he hopes to build intentional relationships with many
students, particularly histor y
majors, even those who don’t
have him in class.
Another dream for Hammond
and his wife is to be a community
connection for a wing on campus.
“My wife is so good at meeting
people and relating to them; she
has such a gift of empathy,” Hammond said. “We really hope to have
Taylor students at our house often
and to pour into the campus that
way. We also would love to see our
kids grow up around Taylor students and to have excellent role
models in their lives.”

Though he is still in the early
stages of making the move to Upland, Hammond feels ready to take
on the challenges of this position
and in continuously improving the
Taylor experience.
“My approach is to create lasting change- this is not something is
easily measured quickly after graduation. What we get to do in those
short 4 years at Taylor is to give
students a burden for learning, service and faith development,” Hammond said. “ It’s more than getting
them a degree; we want to cultivate
rich learning for the remainder of
their lives.”

Competition continued from page 1

bring pizza and some competition-style
math problems,” Crane said. “Students
show up to work on them for about 45
minutes and then present solutions to
any problems solved. The professors
coach us on certain techniques and
tricks to solving certain kinds of problems. So those sessions are often very
helpful during the competitions.”
These teams practice weekly for
two months in the fall and six weeks
in the spring. They usually participate
in competitions twice per semester.
The last time a Taylor team won ICMC
was in 2009, but according to DeLong,
it came as no surprise that this year’s
senior team took home first place.
“We were just really grateful,” DeLong said. “We have a tremendous
bunch of (students) who have been a
real gift to our department. It’s fun to
see them recognized like that.”

“I can’t wait to be back at
Taylor. It’s funny, we live
about 45 minutes from
Disney World , but every
summer we vacation to see
our family and we always
stop at Taylor to meet with
old professors.Our joke
is that we live in Disney,
but vacation in Upland .”
in history, he chose the history
department to call home. As a

candy bar

Wednesday, March 25th • 11 to 1:30pm • DC atrium
Fill up on free candy and giveaways!
@TaylorUOnline

interdisciplinary mathematics major
who has participated in these competitions since his sophomore year.
“So we figured we’d get somewhere
between 55 and 60. When they announced that we had won with a
score of 57, I felt relieved. It was the
last competition I will be doing with
Taylor, so it felt great to know we got
first place after coming so close the
past several years.”
Taylor’s math competition teams
have been active for the past 15
years and are coached by DeLong
and assistant mathematics professor Derek Thompson.
Students interested in competing
in future competitions are welcome
to participate in weekly “Pizza and
Problem Solving” sessions.
“Either Dr. DeLong or Dr. Thompson

#SuBb

Photograph provided by Big Al and the Jungle Cats

Big Al and the Jungle Cats played at several campus events this year.

Come! It’s seriously as good as it sounds.

summer

blackboard

Swing continued from page 1

pressure get to him. Shelor, the
band’s drummer, said that they
don’t need to practice much due
to the fluid nature of jazz.
“It’s so loose and there’s so much
improvisation that if you mess
up you can just make something
up and figure it out as you go,”
he said.
Live music and dancing are the
evening’s primary entertainment,
but DSEC members also created
a “jukebox”—a cardboard cutout
with an iPad attached—to play 1950s
tunes via Spotify during the band’s
break times.
Catering is also providing root
beer and Pepsi floats to thirsty
dancers. While they sip, they can
take pictures in a photo booth

featuring 1950s props.
The Spring Swing is the first of
two dances planned for the semester. The second will take place on
the last day of classes, giving students one last chance for fun before
finals hit.
Even though Helms, an avid swing
dancer, can’t participate in Saturday’s
event, knowing that his music makes
others happy is enough.
“We’re with you,” he said. “When
you’re having a good time, we’re having a good time.”
Tickets are available for $5 each inthe DC and Union during lunch hours
today. They will also be for sale at the
door on Saturday night.

Friday

Saturday

In The Loop
Sunday Monday
Tuesday

7 p.m.
Student Directed Shows

8-10:30 p.m.
50s Spring Swing Dance

7-10 p.m.
LSU Soccer Night

5:45-8 a.m.
Lap Swimming

7:30 p.m.

7-10 p.m.
Noodles For Night Owls

MITCHELL THEATRE

ALSPAUGH ROOMS

KSAC

EAW

REDIGER CHAPEL

ZONDERVAN GALLERIA

You Can’t be What
You Can’t See

Wednesday Thursday
2-4 p.m.
Movie Time: Big Hero 6
MARION PUBLIC
LIBRARY
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UNDER THE RADAR

The dragon and the sea
China is building
artificial islands in the
South China Sea
Joe Friedrichsen
Photograph provided by Wday.com

Man Steals Back Xmas Gift He
Gave To Neighbors: Cops (Huffington Post)

Photograph provided by MY FOX LA/KTTV

Motorcyclist taunts cops and snaps
a selfie in chase (Fox News)

Photograph provided by Vanderlande

Confused Woman Goes Down Baggage Chute at Swedish Airport
(Fox News)

Photograph provided by Dailymail

Crocodile found in New Jersey basement during raid; drugs, guns and
cash also seized (Fox News)

Photograph provided by Pixabay

Jeremy Dugas Tried To Sell DuctTaped Iguanas Dangling From Bicycle: Cops (Huffington Post)

World & National Editor

In the Spratly Island chain, the Dragon is undertaking a controversial new
project to reassert its long-lost dominance in the South China Sea.
China’s neighbors are perturbed
by China’s aggressive land reclamation efforts. They fear they’re another step toward the rapidly growing
nation becoming a regional bully.
For China, its recent land transformation efforts are only the latest in
a series of belligerent moves in the
area. After a three-month standoff
with the Philippine Coast Guard in
2012, China seized the Scarborough
Shoal (an area also claimed by Taiwan and the Philippines). Beijing
also placed an oil rig near the disputed Paracels (an archipelago claimed
by Vietnam, China and Taiwan) last
year, sparking violent anti-China riots in Vietnam, CNN reported.
Behind these moves is China’s
sweeping assertion that it owns 90
percent of the South China Sea within a giant loop known as the “ninedash line.” Though the land lies far
from its borders, the Dragon argues
that its fishermen held island chains
like the Spratlys and Paracels more
than 2,000 years ago.
But China isn’t alone in staking
its territorial claims on historical
grounds. Vietnam points to its rule
of the islands in the 17th century as
justification for its claim, according
to an article by the American University International Law Review.
What’s the point of China claiming the Spratly Islands? According
to the U.S. Energy Information Agency (EIA), the South China Sea is one
of the most important energy trade
routes in the world. Nearly a third
of global crude oil and over half of
global liquefied natural gas (LNG)

The pollution factor
China’s pollution is
costing it economically
Tom Gbean
Contributor

China already has plenty to worry about, such as fulfilling its role
in the international community as
the world’s second largest economy and facing rising tensions with
Japan. Is tackling its pollution

problem worth the effort?
Though China’s economic miracle
strengthened the country, it was also
accompanied by dire environmental
and public health consequences, including contaminated water sources,
cardiorespiratory disease and premature death.
The National Bureau of Asian Research (NBR) found that polluted air
is significantly raising morbidity and
mortality rates, according to The NBR.

Photograph provided by Andreasmdm

The costs of China’s pollution are stifling the country’s enonomic growth.

passes through the South China Sea
each year.
The sea and its islands are also
important because they strategically lie between several Asian countries. Having a military presence
there could allow China to project its power across the region and
stunt other countries’ abilities to do
the same.
In the South China Sea, the EIA
estimates there being around 11 billion barrels of oil and 190 trillion cubic feet of natural gas in proven and
probable reserves.
Because access to water and other natural resources depends on the
distance from a country’s coastline,
China’s claim to ownership of islands
can potentially allow it to claim resources in the waters around the
islands as well, according to the
United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
That’s where the legal controversy begins. As Beijing points out,

Staff Writer

The results are in: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
nationalist Likud party won an
overwhelming victory in Israel’s
parliamentary election Wednesday, guaranteeing a continuation
of Netanyahu’s hard-line stances

on Palestine, Iran and the West, according to Al-Jazeera. Netanyahu
and the Likud party earned 30 of
the Knesset’s 120 seats.
But the Likud party didn’t win
without a fight. The Zionist Union
Party, led by Netanyahu’s primary
challenger, Isaac Herzog, led the
polls by a projected 4 or 5 seats
until the election.
Polling well behind Herzog’s
Union party, Netanyahu embarked
on a last-minute campaign—abandoning any pretense of moderation

The pollution factor
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expands these islands, the harder
it becomes for others to determine
what the land originally was, thus
preventing the U.N. from ruling its
“island” claims illegal.
Bolstered by what it sees as its
legal safety net, China is expanding its military presence on several
“islands” it controls. Aerial photographs from AMTI suggest an airstrip under construction on Fiery
Cross reef.
On the significantly expanded
Gaven Reef, satellite photographs reveal a helipad and new anti-aircraft
tower installed for defense.
Explaining the Chinese military
and infrastructural buildup, AMTI
said China sees itself playing catch
up with the other six countries (China, Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines,
Malaysia and Brunei) already occupying and claiming what China believes to be its Spratly territory.
Such competing claims have led to
violence before and certainly could
again. China’s increasingly assertive
behavior in the volatile South China
Sea could bring it into conflict with
the Philippines—a strong U.S. ally.
And that’s why the resurgent Dragon must be careful.

Photograph provided by Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs/AP Photo

Claiming ownership of islands in the South China Sea can potentially allow China to claim resources near the islands as well.

The NBR also cited a study conducted by the U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention, which concluded
that Beijing’s air quality was 16 percent worse than air in a U.S. airport
smoking lounge. The same study also
found a rise in cardiovascular diseases in China. Those diseases led to 1.2
million premature deaths in China
in 2010, according to Deutsche Well,
Germany’s international broadcaster.
When the people suffer, so does the
economy. According to U.S. News &
World Report, costs associated with
pollution—health impacts and lost
labor productivity—accounted for 6.5
percent of China’s GDP in 2012.
In an interview conducted by Deutshe Well, the Asian Development
Bank’s environmental expert, Qingfeng Zhang said the estimated total
resource and environmental costs of
China’s pollution amounted to 13.5
percent of the country’s GDP in 2005.
The environmental statistics are
even scarier. Nearly 60 percent of
the country’s underground water is
polluted. Of China’s economic sectors, agriculture is the most affected. Decreased crop production,
deforestation and structural damage to buildings are all consequences of frequent acid rains caused by
the pollution.
Though the government recognizes these concerns, it simply hasn’t

Netanyahu wins re-election, rules out Palestine state
Israel’s PM Netanyahu wins
re-election, promises hardline Iran/Palestine stance
Patrick Neer

international law (UNCLOS) permits
land reclamation activities.
In fact, Malaysia and Vietnam have
used land reclamation themselves.
But the Philippines is challenging
China on the wider territorial dispute over the definition of what
an island is. Why is this legal challenge significant?
Under UNCLOS, islands have significantly more territorial rights
than do low-tide elevations like
rocks, reefs and shoals. Island holders gain what’s called an Exclusive
Economic Zone. These zones give
significant rights that include exclusive access to energy exploration
and exploitation.
In its argument, the Philippines
claims China is developing land
that are rocks and low-tide elevations—an argument China rejects,
according to the Asia Maritime
Transparency Initiative (AMTI).
As Gregory Poling, a fellow at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies, points out, this island vs.
rocks distinction matters for China because geographical surveys
in the South China Sea have traditionally been poor. For China, then,
the more and faster it builds and

“Replacing half of China’s coalfired electric power with renewable
or nuclear power would cost
approximately $184 billion per year.”

by promising that no Palestinian
state would ever be established
while he was in office.
During his campaign, Netanyahu
also insulted Arab citizens, saying
they were a threat to the stability
of the Israeli government, according to the New York Times. But Netanyahu’s gambit worked and the
Zionist Union came in second, winning only 24 seats.
Hope for cooperation between
the victors is slim. Netanyahu plans
on creating a majority coalition

substantively addressed them. Recent research shows that there is little improvement in the air quality of
northern Chinese cities.
China’s premier, Li Keqiang, said
the progress made in addressing the
issue falls short of the expectations of
the Chinese people.
Hoping to tackle air pollution, parliament has proposed levying a costly green tax on firms using harmful
pollutants such as sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and coal. There would
also be taxes on vehicles, sewage
and garbage disposal to encourage households to use resources
more economically.
In an editorial piece published on
U.S. News & World Report, Keith
Crane, the director of the RAND Corporation, said China should switch
from coal-fuel power plants to natural gas, nuclear energy and renewable fuels.
But change isn’t cheap. Replacing
half of China’s coal-fired electric power with renewable or nuclear power
would cost approximately $184 billion
per year. Crane wrote that the total
investment necessary for China to reduce its pollution would amount to
$215 billion annually.
Though $215 billion seems like a
staggering amount, it pales in comparison to the 6.5 percent cost incurred to China’s 2012 GDP of $8.2

trillion. These costs could be more
than offset by reducing pollution to
World Health Organization-recommended levels, which could bring
in economic benefits of $500 billion
annually, according to U.S. News &
World Report.
A 2013 survey conducted by the Pew
Research Center in China indicated
that 47 percent of Chinese respondents rated air pollution as a huge
problem. Survey results led to people condemning the government’s efforts in addressing pollution on social
media.
One such condemnation was a
tweet posted by a Chinese citizen that
criticized the government’s seeming lack of responsibility concerning
pollution.
“It’s summer and the sky’s been
dark for almost a week. You should
stop deceiving the people and explain the reason for it and fix it. It’s
only then that you’ll be good leaders,”
the tweet said.
Referencing a report by the 13 Five
Year Plan on Environmental Protection, Zhang said that while some improvements are made each year in
different areas, the general situation
still isn’t under control, according to
Deutshe Well. He believes that it’s unlikely true comprehensive improvements in environmental quality will
be achieved until 2030.

solely from far-right religious
groups and other conservative
factions in the Knesset, but Israeli
President Reuven Rivlin pled with
the candidates prior to the election
to join forces.
“I am convinced that only a unity
government can prevent the rapid
disintegration of Israel’s democracy and new elections in the near future,” Rivlin said, according to the
New York Times.
Both Netanyahu and Herzog have
publicly rejected Rivlin’s plea, citing irreconcilable differences in
worldview. Herzog has already announced his intention to lead the

opposition party in the Knesset.
Al-Jazeera America reported that
Netanyahu’s refusal to compromise
on Palestinian statehood is continuing to strain relations with the
Obama administration.
“The premise of our position internationally has been to support
direct negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians,” a senior
White House official said, according to the New York Times. “We are
now in a reality where the Israeli government no longer supports
direct negotiations. Therefore we
clearly have to factor that into our
decisions going forward.”
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NOT
going

You’re

to Florida?
Find out what the other
students find interesting
ways to spend spring break
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

“What are you doing for spring break?”
“
Going to Florida.”
It seems like all conversations
about break end like this. While a lot
of the student body will be catching
some sun at the beach, some of your
fellow students will be taking some
trips that are out of the ordinary.
While riding in a cop car is something most people avoid, sophomore Brock Bucher can’t wait for
the opportunity to spend his break
riding shotgun with a sheriff. Bucher is spending part of his spring
break shadowing a police officer at
the Metropolitan Police Department
in Indianapolis.
“There’s a lot of officers who
don’t get as much credit as they
should get,” Buch er said . “ It
would really cool to at least see
what they do for my community. I get to see the cool opportunities they get and interact with
people downtown in some really
tough neighborhoods.”
For Bucher, who always thought
to enter law enforcement, seeing the
daily life of a police officer is a dream
come true.
Currently a biology/pre-med major, Bucher hopes this shadowing

experience will help determine
whether he makes the switch and
goes into law enforcement in the
future.
Four seniors are also spending
their spring break on the road, but
they’re traveling across the country. Lauren Bishop, Sarah Clark and
Emma and Elise Heyen are driving
all the way to California, making a
one-night stop at the Wigwam Motel in San Bernadino, Calif. ( featured
as the Cozy Cone Motel in the movie
“Cars”). It’s a hotel with standalone
rooms shaped like teepees.
“We’ve been planning this trip for
over two years now, so it’s really exciting to know that we’re actually
going to do it, Bishop said. “When
people hear about our trip, they
think the entire week is going to be
consumed with driving. But we actually have several entirely free days
that we’re using for hiking, sightseeing, checking out national parks and
sleeping. One day is solely dedicated
to hanging out at the beach in San
Diego.”
They will be staying with friends
and family along their route and will
even make it back to Kansas in time
to spend Easter with the Heyen family.
In just a few months, these seniors
will be graduating and going their
separate ways.
“This is a great time to travel all
over the country together one last
time,” Bishop said.
Senior Trent Stegink’s spring break

The Weekly Nugget
“Chew on this…”
Will Severns
Columnist

My time here at the Nugget is winding
down. Every nugget cooked for you
all represents another week closer to
graduation and my departure from
Taylor. Things are about to get real.
Every column written this year has
been near to my heart, but in these
last few articles, I want to relay some
of the tastiest nuggets, saved for last.
We will start off at a tortoise’s pace
this week, and ease into the real meat
of it after spring break. (Disclaimer:
depending on how I do with some of

these final tests, I may be around for
another year or two. But let’s soak in
this time, regardless.)
Today’s Weekly Nugget dipped in
Chick-Fil-A Sauce: Seek out your 3
a.m. friends.
I am not talking about the sketchy
ones you would sneak out of your
window to hang out with in high
school. These could be the people
living around you right now: roommates, peers on your floor or even
forbidden bromances from Sammy
and Wengatz.
Some of you have heard this concept of 3 a.m. friends before, and it
is pretty self-explanatory—the close
friend you would call at 3 a.m. if you

Photograph provided by Cassandra Beck

Chorale members participate in a tour every year, sometimes internationally and sometimes domestically.

is a music-lover’s dream. Stegink,
an audio production major will be
spending the first weekend of spring
break touring with alternative rock
group Remedy Drive.
“I will be traveling on their bus,
helping set up, running sound and
other aspects of the show as they
perform at a church or two in Iowa,”
Stegink said.
Stegink got connected with the
band through the Contemporary
Music Center in Nashville when he
interned there last spring. He’s previously worked with Remedy Drive in
Iowa, Nebraska, Georgia and Illinois.
“I’m looking forward to seeing
some friends and helping put on a
rock and roll show,” said Stegink.
Freshman Olivia Gramling will
also join a traveling music group
over break. As a part of Taylor
Chorale, Gramling is heading on a
four-state tour ending in New York,
where she’ll see “Les Miserables”
on Broadway.
“We’ll be staying with host families and making our way through the

country,” Gramling said.
The group will make several stops
to perform throughout Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York.
They will give a total of five performances, including singing at an
Amish theater.
“I’m not really sure what that

entails,” Gramling said. “It’s going
to be an adventure either way. I’m
ready to make Amish friends.”
If you’re not spending spring break
riding in a cop car, sleeping in a teepee, touring with a band or singing
for the Amish, rest assured. There’s
always next year.

needed help, knowing the other
would pick up immediately.
I had a good number of friends
in high school, but none I would
consider this close. When I got to
Taylor, I was thrilled at the prospect of connecting with new guys
and hoped they would nurture such
a friendship. Because I was so eager, I would sometimes grow impatient during my freshman and
sophomore years, wondering why
I had not felt these close connections quite yet.
You know the feeling you get
when it seems everyone is texting
each other plans for the night, leaving you out of the mix? I grew used
to this feeling the first couple years.
And maybe you never have felt that,
and I just got done being way too
vulnerable with you guys. I’m not

mad about it. With all that being
said . . .
Pray God would make it clear
who your real friends are. I prayed
for years God would deliver close
guy friends who believe what I believe. Largely, shared beliefs are
what makes relationships here
at TU strong. Having a friendship
founded in Christ will make you
feel closer to that person than others you have known for years. Do
you have friends that ask you hard
questions such as, “Where is God
revealing sin in your life?” or “What
are you reading lately for personal growth?”
Be patient, and do not let lonely
weekends discourage you. Slowly
but surely, God revealed to me who
some of my closest friends would
be. I would even attribute growth in

these friendships to communication
taking place outside of Taylor. A few
phone calls or letters over Christmas
and summer breaks showed me who
cared to go the extra mile to see if I
was doing all right.
There is not enough room to write
how strongly I feel about holding
your friendships close. Taylor is a
place you can foster these relationships centered on Christ, and I pray
you would not take days for granted
with the ones you rely on.
“A man of many companions may
come to ruin, but there is a friend
who sticks closer than a brother.”
– Proverbs 18:24

Photograph provided by Trent Stegink

Trent Stegink has the opportunity to run sound for the
band Remedy Drive over spring break.

Blending culture and coffee
A new Upland café bridges
gaps and cultures
Kate Berkey
Contributor

Light bulbs twinkle from the ceiling
and colorful art hangs on the walls.
Big picture windows and hand-written menus with college-friendly prices create a friendly atmosphere. It
feels like home with an open seating
arrangement, books on the shelves
and homemade mugs. The room is
filled with simple ethnic touches,
seamlessly blending the cultures of
South Africa, England and America.

It’s Upland’s newest coffee shop,
and it’s open today.
Cathy Kerton-Johnson, owner and
founder of The Bridge Café, is excited about the opening of her new
shop, something she’s dreamed of for
a long time.
“I am passionate about good food,
local agriculture, as well as smalltown culture,” she said.
After living in South Africa and England, Kerton-Johnson and her family
have made Upland their home.
“I love the local food culture of
England and Europe,” Kerton-Johnson said. “They have done a great
job at celebrating and sustaining

This new business will most likely be a new
hangout spot for many Taylor students.

local food practices, and I would
love that to be a culture here in the
United States.”
The Bridge Café purchases its
food and beverage products from
businesses in central Indiana that
focus on providing quality products.
One of these businesses, Sea Salt
and Cinnamon, is based in Muncie
and focuses on baking delicious vegan cupcakes. Other Indiana-based
partners include Victory Acres in
Upland, The Abbey Coffee Co. in
Marion and The Smoking Goose
in Indianapolis.
“We are bridging many gaps in our
community and culture,” Cathy said.

She heard many people talk about
starting a bakery or coffee shop in Upland and knew her international experiences would help her create the
kind of space the town needs.
Cathy realizes this kind of business venture is possible because of a
group effort made by willing and excited people. “(This change) not only
takes business to support it, but it
takes people to change the way they
consume food. I hope that introducing a ‘slow’ way of eating—in-season,
sustainably and simple, with minimal
processing—will help to change our
culture here.”
Not only is she hoping to help shift

Cathy Kerton-Johnson is seeing the fulfillment of a
dream in the opening of The Bridge Café.

Will Severns wants you to know living in a dorm for your senior year can
be a great thing.

the culture and mindset of this town,
Cathy also is hoping to inspire other
business leaders.
“I would love our business to be a
catalyst for more people to take the
risk and re-invest in downtown Upland. I believe we have the talent and
resources to make our town vibrant
again,” Cathy said.
This vision, and the goal of creating a connection space for the community, motivates Cathy. Her love
for others makes this business venture a daily joy for her. It’s not just
about starting a business and making a profit.
The Bridge Café opens today and
is located at 230 N. Main Street. The
hours are Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–10
p.m., Saturdays, 9 a.m.–10 p.m., and
Sundays from 12 p.m to 10 p.m.

Photography by David Adams

The atmosphere of the new café is homey and comfortable.

If dogs aren’t your thing, you could always
water the pianos around campus.
You get paid for THAT?
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Off-campus purgatory: the waiting list
What it feels like to
be waitlisted
Paige Williams
Contributor

Juniors like me anxiously awaited
March 6. It was the day we found
out who would live in the campus
apartments, and who would be left
behind.
I should have known university
housing wouldn’t send the email
out before chapel, so as to not
ruin our entire day if we didn’t
get off campus. Even so, I didn’t
stop checking my email until I
got the verdict at 11 a.m.

I was sitting in my Spanish class
when someone said we could access
the list of people approved to live in
the apartments. We all subtly got out
our phones and began looking for
our names.
I started hearing, “Ah! I got in!”
and “I can’t wait for room draw!”
and “Yes!” while I kept scrolling
to find my name—but to no avail.
Then, I spotted an email that began, “This email is to confirm that
you are currently on the waiting
list to be approved for a University
Apartment.”
Finding out I was on the waiting
list was not the worst news that I
could have received, but it really was

not what I was hoping for. The worst
part was the waiting game that I knew
would ensue.
I am well aware of the benefits of
living in a dorm during your college
career. Each of the three dorms I have
lived in while at Taylor have great
benefits. However, there is a reason
why so many people apply to live in
the apartments. After three years of
dorm life, many upperclassmen feel
like it’s time for a change—and that’s
completely okay.
But we’ve been wait-listed, and now
there’s nothing we can do but wait.
So, we just wait. Either way, our lives
will go on. But the suspense—when
will it end?

Audrey Estelle:

“If I wasn’t in Intro to Christian
Ed. when I found out we didn’t
get off, I don’t know what
would’ve come out of my
mouth.”

Maky Myers:

“Some people love dorm life;
however, some people prefer
to live in a smaller community,
and that is okay. I don’t think
it’s fair at all that so many people are denied something that
shouldn’t even be a competition.”

Tegan Wild:

“I actually expected to not get
an apartment. My expectation
going into the application
process was that the average
credit hours per room was
going to be high this year or
at least higher than my group
had, and I was right. It stinks,
but I love dorm life as well so
I’m not too bent out of shape
about it.”

Left behind: juniors Sydney Sinclair and Audrey Estelle deal with being waitlisted.

You get paid for THAT?
Getting creative to
pay for tuition
Malaina Yoder
Staff Writer

The semester is halfway done and
many students are realizing their
wallets are nearly empty after too
many trips to Love’s. Many need a
way to make it through the school
year, whether their money is going toward necessities like Shamrock Shakes or unimportant things
like textbooks.
Several students are finding ways to
make extra cash in creative ways. Little-known jobs abound across campus, providing broke Taylor.
Junior Tobi Ballantine used to work
as a building monitor in the Euler Science Complex, requiring her to be in
the building from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. She
occasionally managed student concerns, but most of the time she did
homework. Her favorite spot to study
in Euler was the elevator.
Part of her job was to walk
around and ask people to leave
about 15 minutes before the building closed.
“I always saw couples making out,”

Balentine said. “I always walked in
on people.”
If that kind of awkwardness isn’t
worth the money, you might rather have junior Molly Kight’s job—
dog-sitting for the Habeckers. She
takes their dog, Taylor, on walks and

Joe Duncan:

“We decided to stay in the
dorm anyways, so I don’t really
care anymore.”

Sarah White:

“I feel indifferent about being
on the waiting list, honestly. Yeah it would have been
really nice and convenient to
get into an apartment, but
ultimately it’s really okay and
nothing to get upset about. I
am having a hard time choosing where I want to live next
year, but it’s all just a process
of just trusting God with this
decision and knowing that
everything in the end will turn
out ok.”

Mackenzie Hires:

“Getting off campus is actually a pretty stressful and
nerve-wracking process as a
whole. For those of the groups
lower on the list like mine, it
is very unlikely we’ll get an
apartment, so we have started
to discuss other options.”

Photograph provided by Paige Williams

plays with him in the yard. If she
wants, she’s welcome to make herself at home and stay the night.
“(It) definitely feels more like I
should be paying them for letting me
housesit,” Kight said.
She’s gained some special insight
into the Habeckers through the job
and a few years of friendship.
“Dr. Habecker has briefed me over
his movie collection so that I wouldn’t

be too bored staying at their house,”
Kight said. “He definitely loves a good
romantic comedy.”
(By the way, President Habecker,
Kight wanted to let you know she really enjoyed “Return to Me.”)
Or, if dogs aren’t your thing, you
could always water the pianos around
campus. Junior Emma Helfgott uses
plastic containers that look like watering cans to fill the humidifiers

underneath grand pianos around
campus.These devices prevent the
pianos from going out of tune and
prolongs the life of the instruments,
keeping music majors happy.
So if you’re tired of working the traditional jobs at the front desk or behind The Grille counter, ask around
about cool jobs on campus. Jobs are
listed under the student tab at my.taylor.edu. Happy job hunting!

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Molly Kight gets paid to hang out with Taylor, the Habeckers’ dog.

Photograph provided by Molly Kight

Echograms #TaylorU

Hannah Cutshaw @
 hannah_cut14
I dodged frisbees and tennis balls
on the way back from class today.
Spring has arrived. #tayloru
Magical McMuﬃns @makykae
This is a student appreciation
tweet because college is hard and
we deserve some encouragement.
#TaylorU
Eager O’Really @
 erikamarienord
It’s not St. Patrick’s Day without a
Shamrock Shake from McDonalds.
#TaylorU
Chris Chang @
 CChang65
I feel judged eating popcorn in
the library. Like Bishop William
Taylor would probably do the
same thing. Don’t hate #tayloru
Sam Moore @SamMooreMusic
Only at #tayloru will your
university president and his
wife be out for a walk and play
vollyball with you. I love my
school.
Alyssa Morrison @
 alynicmor16
Ways you can tell its spring at
Taylor: There’s hammocks on
every other tree outside #tayloru
#springtime

@allyhorine: Sammy is really committing for Taylathon this year. #seniors #tayloru

@joce_mo: Fancy party tonight! 5:30! #tuwopro #fancyparty #marylou #tayloru

danielle marie @
 danimariesolis
sat in the sink and shaved my
ankles just so I could wear capris
today #tayloru

A&E

“My hope and expectation for the Taylor
audience would be that they see a piece of
their own memories at the dining room table.”
Difficult conversations
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Geoff Nelson and Kaylie
Walker reflect on and
prepare for upcoming
recitals this weekend
Laura Koenig
Contributor

After four years in Taylor’s Music Department, seniors Geoff Nelson and
Kaylie Walker reflect on their musical and personal journeys as they
prepare for their senior recitals this
weekend. The seniors have practiced and perfected their pieces for
months, wanting them to represent
their musical talent and growth.
Nelson, a music composition major, will showcase original songs he
has written at Taylor. Walker, who is
a church music major, features classical pieces from all over the world
for her soprano voice recital.
The Echo sat down with Walker and Nelson to discuss their experiences in music, as well as

preparations for their upcoming
recitals.

Echo: What pieces will you
be performing? Which one is
your favorite?
Walker: I am performing other people’s music...about 14 foreign
classical pieces in four different languages: Italian, French, German and
English. My favorite piece is “Vocalise” by (Sergei) Rachmaninoff.
Nelson: I will not be performing
most of the pieces. It is a composition recital, so a lot of my friends,
in chamber ensembles, will be performing music that I have written.
There will be six live pieces and a
piece for electronic media where
I will be using different kinds of
synthesizers. I really enjoy my
last piece, called “Rabbit Trails.”
It starts off with an idea and takes
that idea in many different directions, like a rabbit trail. Then
the piece comes back together at
the end.

Echo: How did you get started
in music?
Walker: Growing up, my parents
traveled and sang with a gospel trio,
so when I was little I would sing with
them. I was in 8th grade when I first
sang by myself in front of people.
I always knew that God wanted to
use my voice. At first, I was thinking about studying music education
because I wanted to teach. However, the summer before my freshman
year at Taylor, I got thrown into the
role of leading worship at a camp
where I worked. After that summer, I
knew that this is what I wanted to do
for the rest of my life. That is when
I found the church music program
at Taylor.
Nelson: It seems like I have always been in the state of catching
up in music. I did not start playing
the French horn until the end of my
sophomore year of high school. I
came to Taylor as a generic music
major. However, I found myself in the
music lab fooling around on Finale,

the notation program. I started writing, and I switched my major to music composition.

new things, even if I do not like the
idea completely, and use the parts I
do like in my own music.

Echo: What have you learned
during the past four years
at Taylor, both musically
and personally?
Walker: Musically, I have learned
how to properly use my voice and
sing. It is a lot more disciplined
than singing in chapel. It takes a lot
of training, practice and lessons to
learn how to use my voice. I have
also learned how to be disciplined. I
am actually finishing something and
seeing it to completion.
Nelson: My composition professor has done a good job exposing me
to a wide variety of music and music history. I learned how past composers have thought of new ways
to write music and how I can build
off of what they have done to create
something that is mine and unique.
I also learned that I have to be willing to change. I have to be open to

Echo: Who is your biggest
mentor/inspiration?
Walker: I want to be a worship
leader, and I love Kari Jobe. Another inspiration is my older sister. She
was my first example of what a worship leader looked like.
Nelson: One of my mentors is Dr.
(Dana) Collins, the composition professor. He has been an incredible
friend, giving me many opportunities
and spaces to grow as a musician,
composer and person. An honors
orchestra director from back home,
Dr. Steven Gage, originally inspired
me to do music. The passion he puts
into his conducting and leading was
clearly evident.
Nelson performs on Saturday at 3
p.m. in the Recital Hall, and Walker
will perform Sunday at 7 p.m. in the
Recital Hall.

Editor’s Picks
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Movies, music, books, TV: as Arts &
Entertainment editor, I try to keep up
with them all. A lot of junk exists in
the entertainment industry, but there
is almost always something worth
recommending. Make sure to check
these out during spring break.

Music: “Crystals” by Of Monsters
and Men

new album, most notably “No Shade
in the Shadow of the Cross,” but the
hushed and tender “Should Have
Known Better” is more accessible and
seems more radio-friendly.
Stevens sadly sings on the track, addressing life, death and the complexity of love. The album is inspired by the
2012 death of Stevens’ mother, Carrie,
and his family trips to Oregon with his
mother and stepfather, Lowell. Take
an emotional journey with Sufjan
when the album releases March 31.

TV: “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt”
Junior Morgan Turner reflects in “The Dining Room,” the play directed by senior Haley Kurr.

Difficult conversations

Photograph provided by twitter.com

Of Monsters and Men is back and
in perfect form with their new single
“Crystals.” The new song is for “Beneath
the Skin,” which is set to drop June 9 and
is their long-awaited follow-up album to
2011’s “My Head Is An Animal.”
The same driving percussive beats
and European melodies you’d expect
from the Icelandic indie folk-pop quintet are found here, so don’t expect any
major changes for the rest of the album.
But as the saying goes, “If it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it,” and the uplifting sounds
of this band are certain to put you in a
good mood.

Music: “Should Have Known Better”
by Sufjan Stevens

Photograph provided by music.mxdwn.com

Also returning from a long absence,
singer-songwriter Sufjan Stevens revisits his indie folk roots with upcoming album “Carrie & Lowell.” A couple
of singles have been released for the

Photograph by Shannon Smagala
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“Un-BREAKABLE!” From the first
AutoTuned tones of the intro, you
get the sense that this will be a fun
show. And you would be correct. This
kooky and funny sitcom, created by
“30 Rock” alums Tina Fey and Robert Carlock, features witty writing and
a charming performance by lead Ellie Kemper.
“Unbreakable” follows 29-year old
Kimmy Schmidt as she gets used to
life in New York City after being rescued from an underground bunker
in Indiana. Freed from her life in a
doomsday cult, she and three other women adjust to 2015 while also
preparing to testify against their
creepy captor.
Originally set for a 13-episode season on NBC, the series was sold to
Netflix for a two-season order. All
13 episodes are available on Netflix,
which has yet to do any wrong with
its TV shows, so carve out some time
during spring break to watch them.
The rapid-fire jokes, strong female
characters and colorful, diverse and
dimensional cast make this show
must-see for television.

Student-directed plays
express joy and pain of
human experiences
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

Bold and brutal, heartbreaking and
happy, theater is about expressing the diversity of the human experience. During this weekend’s
student-directed plays, two senior theatre majors aim to portray
this diversity in their stage productions, which cover a variety of complex topics.
This will be the first time directing
a full-length theater production for
both Claire Hadley and Haley Kurr.
Each director’s cast began rehearsing full-time in February in order to
prepare for their shows this Friday
and Saturday.
Kurr chose to direct “The Dining
Room” by A.R. Gurney. The play features commentary on the culture
and familial complexities of white
Anglo-Saxon Protestants in the
northeastern U.S. “Dining Room”
consists of 18 vignettes from the
1930s to 1980s, following more than
50 characters.

“Unlike the traditional experience
in which the scenery changes around
the characters, in ‘The Dining Room’
the characters change around the
scenery, and in particular, the centerpiece of the show : the dining
room table,” Kurr said.
The seven cast members will each
play eight unique characters. The
cast includes freshman Sarah Dodd,
sophomore Paul Jacobson, juniors
Ryan Ericson and Morgan Turner
and seniors Zachary Cook, Lexie
Owen and Lucas Sweitzer.
“My hope and expectation for the
Taylor audience would be that they
see a piece of their own memories
at the dining room table,” Kurr said.
“While the dining room table is a
place where we gather for community, the environment can be isolating
and uninviting. Ironically, this table is
precisely the place at which the play
confronts some of the deepest human
needs for love and connection.”
Like “The Dining Room,” Hadley’s
show also focuses on the dynamics of
human connection. Her play, “Night,
Mother,” was written by Marsha Norman and examines suicide.
“Since this play deals with such a
difficult topic—suicide—and seems

to portray it in a positive light, I hope
to remind Taylor that suicide is never the right option, but to also give
the community insight into the mind
of someone who is suicidal,” Hadley
said.
The play focuses on Jessie, a middle-aged woman with epilepsy
(played by sophomore Grace Foltz)
and her estranged mother (played by
junior Jessica Schulte). When Jessie
announces one evening that she will
kill herself by the end of the night, her
mother struggles to come to terms
and understand her reasons, while
Jessie fights to maintain control of her
situation. The play intimately discusses the issues of truth, lies, love and
how people view circumstances from
different views.
“Our life is a gift—we can’t waste it.
I am not directing this play because I
am pro-suicide,” Hadley said. “Rather, I am pointing out the fallacy of suicidal logic.”
Both plays run tonight and tomorrow. “Night, Mother” will be performed
in the Mitchell Theatre at 7 p.m., while
“The Dining Room” will take place in
Rupp 101 at 9 p.m. There is no admission charge.

OPINIONS

One of the core values of Taylor is intentional
community. However, when I lug textbooks
back for break, the only thing I’m being
intentional about is homework.
Education vacation
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Why’d the organ come and go?

A plea for more
variety in chapel
Ruth Jansen
Contributor

Abracadabra. Ladies and gentlemen,
if you would be so kind as to turn your
attention to the chapel stage, you’ll
notice the organ vanished. Of course,
like any Houdini act, it had to reappear. And alakazam! It did, during the
finale of Reject Show. However, the organ’s disappearance got me thinking.
Did you notice the organ
was missing?
I didn’t at first, and when I mentioned it to others, few believed me.
I guess, considering how unused the
organ is, I’m not shocked that it’s disappearance went undetected. You
know what else is overlooked? The
hymnals. Would you miss those? If

the slots were removed, perhaps our
usual footrests would be grieved, but
I do not foresee the hymnals themselves being missed.
At Silent Night chapel, I thought,
Finally. We are going to sing out of the
hymnals. To my dismay, we sang hipster versions of Christmas carols instead of the traditional hymns I had
hoped for.
I am tired of hearing the same music in chapel every week. Repeating
the same repetitive songs is getting redundant.
Now don’t get me wrong. I enjoy
modern worship music. But when
I’m older than the majority of chapel songs, I feel we are missing out
on something. In Historic Christian
Belief, students are taught about
the importance of Christian tradition. So then why do we ignore
the hymns? Martin Luther wrote “A

Mighty Fortress” in the 16th century,
and it is still being sung almost 500
years later. I doubt the same thing
will be said for “Set a Fire” 500 years
from now.
Songs like “Set a Fire” lack depth.
Yes, contemporary songs encapsulate the simple truths of faith. One
can never hear enough of God’s
love. Still, I have to wonder—if our
worship songs only ever touch on
these simple truths, where does the
richness of the Gospel come in? “A
Mighty Fortress” has a total of 203
words which explore many Scriptural themes. “Set a Fire” has 28 words.
The phrase “I want more” echoes
six times in each bridge. And that
doesn’t take into account how many
times the bridge is sung.
Taylor calls itself an interdenominational school. After all, according to
Admissions, over 40 denominations

Education vacation
middle of the semester. Professors
like to say academics are like our job
while we’re in college. So riddle me
this: If employers don’t expect reWren Haynes
mote work from employees during
vacation days, why are students doCopy Chief
ing homework on breaks?
When my last class ends at 1:52 p.m.
“Valid,” the professor may say. “But
next Friday, I’ll race back to Swallow, there’s nothing I’ve given you that
lock my door and catch a getaway car. you can’t get done before you leave
I would roll down the windows and campus. And besides, if you don’t
scream “Freedom!” to the skies—but have a paper to turn in, you’ll skip
if I do that, I might lose the syllabus class to stay home longer.”
bookmarking my literature anthology.
That’s an excellent point.
Sneaky textbooks. They follow like Peter Pan’s shadow wherever I go—except he wants his back, and I’d prefer
that mine stay away. Here are a few
reasons why homework over break
hinders rather than helps.

Homeward bound and
homework free
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1. Spring Break Missions
Sending students as far as Bolivia
or as close as Marion, Spring Break
Missions take Taylor global. Since
immersion is the priority, textbooks
won’t make the physical journey to
the students’ destinations.
However, that doesn’t mean trip-goers won’t worry. Since they’re unable
to do homework while off campus, assignments extending over break only
up the stress of travel. For these adventurers, three options exist. Option
A: cram the work beforehand. Option
B: speed-write it after. Option C: get
a pass from a professor. The first two
lead to high stress and subpar work.
And the third—well, if some students
can be cut due date slack, why are the
deadlines critical for the rest of us?
2. Out-of-staters
I’m from Colorado, and you’d think
that a person from a state full of hikers would know how to pack light.
Right? Wrong. My dad may be Coast
Guard strong, but he still grunts when
he hefts my portable library in the
Colorado Springs airport.
The average Taylor semester is
about four months long, and I feel
like I carry four months’ worth of
homework in my backpack when I
go home. Getting to see my family is
special, but it’s made less so when I’m
staying up until 2 a.m. writing papers.
While my family loves me, they asked
for a functional human, not a zombie.
Admittedly, the out-of-staters have
it easy compared to the average missionary kid. But the truth still stands—
non-local students don’t have the
option to head home on weekends
when they’re feeling overwhelmed.
Going home is a privilege, and they’d
rather spend time with their family
than on next week’s reading.
3. Break means break
Perhaps the concept’s been harped
on, but it bears repeating anyway—a
break is called a break for a reason. It
means to pause, a Sabbath time in the

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Chapel worship favors contemporary songs over traditional hymns.

are represented on campus. Yet chapel seems to cater to a limited worship
style that poorly reflects the diversity
of the student body.
I’m all for a chapel band dusting
off a hymn even if we do not sing it
out of the hymnals. I can get behind
the times Gospel Choir leads worship.

Spring ahead
Professors cut no breaks
for bad planning
Amy Smelser

Faculty Contributor

Bah, humbug!
Perhaps that’s how some students
perceive their professors’ attitudes
toward vacations. After all, they
write the syllabuses, don’t they?
They know vacation dates before
they plan the semester, right?
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However, the week before break is
often the busiest up to that point in
the semester. Sure, working ahead is
a great idea in theory, but midterms
suck time, effort and attention. And
as far as skipping class goes, extra
credit for attendees or participation
deductions for absentees could be
an equally effective method to motivate students to return on time.

4. Catchphrase community
One of the core values of Taylor
is intentional community. However,
when I lug textbooks back for break,
the only thing I’m being intentional about is homework. Perhaps that
may seem like a stretch—but for every student who squeezes these assignments in the night they return
to campus, there’s someone doing
take-home tests to the soundtrack
of their parents’ complaints about
out-of-touch faculty.
Sometimes, service, engagement
and recuperation are more important than getting homework done.
Intentionality stretches beyond
the Taylor bubble and includes our
families, our home communities
and the people we meet while we’re
off campus.
Do us a favor and let us connect.

But variety should not be a rare treat.
If we truly want to experience God
through worship, we need to step
outside our comfort zones in the way
that we worship.
Let’s bring the organ back, and not
just as a barrier for the next chapel
speaker to hide behind.

My classes have fairly large
assignments due the Tuesday
after spring break. These assignments have been on the syllabi
since before classes started. Yes,
I knew the dates of spring break.
Yes, I believe everyone deserves
a vacation.
But, remember, learning doesn’t
take a vacation.
Faculty are charged with providing
a challenging education to students.
Media Communication’s mission
statement says we are to promote
the development of lifelong learners. Lifelong—not just while classes
are in session. Not just during the academic calendar of a student’s college career.
The academic calendar does not
determine when and where learning happens. Sometimes completing assignments over break is
beneficial. Maybe being away from
the world of academia promotes a
calmer learning environment. Maybe focusing on one or two projects
instead of four or five produces better end products.
However, if we’re being completely honest, a student’s workload
during break is not always the professor’s fault.

How many projects or papers have
you put off until the last minute? Is
spring break homework assigned to
you, or did you plan poorly?
A simple online search of “homework during spring break” results
in many articles offering survival
tips. College life expert Kelci Lynn
Lucier says vacation may provide
opportunities to get ahead, so
make a plan.
“It may sound like the last thing you
want to do, but your brain is probably
still in college mode—so take advantage of it,” she suggests in an article
posted to About.com. “Go through
what you have to get done and when
you need it done by.”
If you tell your parents and friends
you have work to do, surely they’ll
understand, Lucier adds. In some
cases, they’re the ones financing
college; your success is a return on
their investment. They can arrange
activities to accommodate your
study needs.
Mine did. During my sophomore
year of college, I skipped a family
Thanksgiving dinner to read an entire novel and write a research paper. The five-page paper was due
on Monday.
That situation was entirely my
fault. Lack of planning forced me
to miss my great aunt’s super-dry
red velvet cake. But I got to eat leftovers later without hearing about
how awesome my cousins were and
how much they were accomplishing in college. (Wait, maybe it was
actually brilliant planning on my
part. . . . )
Lest you panic that your entire
spring break is history before it starts,
remember that, perhaps, your lack of
planning ahead put you in this position. As I said earlier, all of my students have projects due immediately
after break. But am I really a vacation Scrooge?
No.
My students will turn in drafts
of their papers two times before
break for peer editing. By the time
they leave my class on Thursday,
their papers should be almost finished. If they take advantage of the
suggestions their peers and I have
given them, they should not have
any homework to complete over
break.
So if any student of mine has to
work for my class during vacation,
well, it’s not my fault.
And most likely, other professors
feel the same way. We give you the
syllabi to help you think through the
semester, not just because we’re required to do so. I have yet to meet a
faculty member who is a true vacation Scrooge.
And if you examine yourself and
your priorities, you probably haven’t,
either.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
nicholenparks@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“This tournament was a great opportunity to work
out some winter rust after a long winter break.”
Shaking off the rust
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Hannah Robbins allowed just one hit in the first matchup, notching a complete win.
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Lauren Ehle blasted a home run in the first game, contributing one of Taylor’s two scores on homers.

Homers at home opener PREVIEW
WEEKLY

Robbins pitches a
near-perfect game in
heavy hitting series
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

The reigning Crossroads League
champion Taylor softball team
picked up where they left off last
season, sweeping Grace in TU’s
home opener.
Taylor started hot, finding a 4–0
shutout victory against Grace in the
opening game. Sophomore pitcher
Hannah Robbins hit her stride from
the pitcher’s mound, receiving the
complete win.
Junior Taylor Murray ignited the
Taylor offense with a left field home
run in the fourth inning on a full
pitch count. Sophomore Morgan
Allison followed up with a double

and scored on a single from sophomore Alex Lovelace.
Sophomore Lauren Ehle slammed
a home run into right field and increased Taylor’s lead to 3–0. Freshman Davis Carter hit a double of
her own and scored later in the inning to seal Taylor’s 4–0 victory.
Robbins was on fire in the shutout win, allowing just one hit on 81
pitches. Her win brought her record
to 3–2 on the season.
“I felt pretty good from the start,
and I was locating my pitches,” Robbins said. “The defense played solid behind me and we got through
innings pretty quick. Once things
got rolling, I felt pretty comfortable
out there.”
Grace made game two more interesting, challenging with a few
runs of its own. However, Taylor’s
early offense proved too much for
the Lancers as Taylor took a victory

Shaking off the rust

to seal the sweep.
The Trojans kept up the trend of
stellar hitting, logging four scores
in the first two innings and another pair in the fourth. Grace
achieved a three-score inning,
bringing the score to 6–4 with
two innings remaining. A double
from Robbins brought Ehle in for
a run in the sixth inning, putting
the game out of reach as Taylor
won 7–4.

“They’re a great
pitching team, but
our pitchers were
phenomenal. And
it’s really good to
see us hit well.”

was handle the poor course conditions and remained determined to
achieve our goal going into day two,”
head coach Julie Flores said.
Winter hiatus proves too
out of eight teams, penciling in a
Taylor bounced back on day two
much for women’s golf
two-day total of 734. Lincoln Me- of the invitational, overcoming an
morial University led the invita- 11-stroke deficit to seventh place
Kyle Keck
tional from start to finish as one Union College in Kentucky.
of six NCAA Division II teams in the
Sophomore Brittany Pfaff led
Sports Writer
eight-team event.
the Trojans on the second day.
Unfavorable terrain caused the Taylor
The first day of the invitational left Pfaff ended the day with a 20-foot
women’s golf team to turn in a rough the Trojans at the bottom of the lea- putt on the final hole en route to a
scorecard Tuesday at the Southeast- derboard, a result of coming off a round score of 79 and a team score
ern Kentucky Invitational.
long winter and playing on a rugged of 359.
Crooked Creek Golf Course lived course. Taylor mustered an opening
By erasing 13 shots off her firstup to its name as Taylor finished round team score of 375.
round score, Pfaff boosted the Trothe invitational in seventh place
“I will say that what they did well jans’ score by a total of 16 shots. The

Junior Ashley Miller registered the
win from the circle for the Trojans,
improving her overall record to 3–2
on the season. Senior Hannah Klebesadel entered the game in the sixth
and did enough to earn the save, allowing just one hit.
“It’s always a big thing to get
started on the right foot in conference play,” said head coach Brad
Bowser. “ To get a couple wins
against a tough Grace team is big
for us. They’re a great pitching
team, but our pitchers were phenomenal. And it’s really good to
see us hit well.”
Taylor (8–6, 2–0 CL) heads on the
road tonight against Goshen for a
3 p.m. doubleheader, followed by
a Saturday home matchup against
No. 23 Indiana Wesleyan. The doubleheader IWU matchup kicks off
at 4 p.m.
swinging sophomore finished in 21st
place in the 44-player field with a twoday total score of 171.
“Walking up to the last hole, I
knew I had to make par in order
to break 80, so I was very nervous,”
Pfaff said. “Coach Flores helped line
up the putt, and it was a good way
to end the second day. This tournament was a great opportunity to
work out some winter rust after a
long winter break.”
The Trojans will step back in the
tee box on March 27 at the Marian
Spring Classic at Eagle Creek Golf
Course in Indianapolis.

The Echo Sports

NEWS STORIES/
PHOTOS
QR READER

Softball
Schedule

3/20 Goshen (A) 3:00 P.M.
3/21 Indiana Wesleyan 4:00 P.M.
3/24 Huntington 5:00 P.M.
3/27 University of Saint Francis (A) 3:00 P.M.

Baseball
Schedule

3/21 Marian University (A) 1:00 P.M.
3/24 Purdue University North-Central 2:00
P.M.
3/27 Spring Arbor 2:00 P.M.

Men’s Golf
Schedule

3/23 Butler University Spring Invitational
(A) 12:00 P.M.
3/27 Indiana Wesleyan Spring Invitational
(A) 12:00 P.M.

Tennis
Schedule

3/21 Trine University 11:00 A.M.

Track & Field
Schedule

3/21 Wabash Invitational (A) 12:00 P.M.

Women’s Golf
Schedule

3/27 Marian University Spring Classic (A)
12:00 P.M.

Athlete of the Week

Lincoln Reed
Year

Freshman

Hometown

Cincinatti, Ohio

Position

Catcher

Pump-Up Song

“Bad Company” by Five Finger Death Punch

Funniest teammate

Alex Senyshyn

Favorite baseball memory

Winning Ohio baseball state championship
senior year of high school

Key stats

19 hits, 15 RBIs, 0.396 batting average
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